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Introduction

Welcome to the Advanced Placement program at Montclair High School. The AP program requires more effort than the usual high school course. The work you are expected to complete is college level work. Your workload will be heavy and the expectations I have for you are high. The first goal of the AP program is to insure that you have a good understanding of the history of the United States. The second goal is to prepare you for the Educational Testing Service's AP exam. This exam is a rigorous 3-hour test taken in May of your junior year. Most colleges and universities grant credit for scores of 4 or 5. For these reasons, expect an intense year of US History I. 

Responsibility

This is a college-level class and an AP student is treated as such.  This does not refer only to academics, but to behavior and responsibility.  Your success is your responsibility.  Since you receive a weekly syllabus, a one-day absence does not absolve you of work responsibility.  For example, if a test is scheduled for a Thursday, and you were absent on Wednesday, you will still be taking that test.  If your one-day absence is the day of a test or exam you must make it up on the day you come back - and you are responsible for coming to me and telling me when that will be.  If you forgot materials at school, it is your responsibility to connect with a classmate to get things to you.  You must see me immediately (prior to our class) after returning from an absence to arrange a make-up schedule.  I realize, of course, that emergencies happen.  In the unfortunate event of an “emergency” we can sit down and discuss the situation.  

Reading assignments and many in-class materials are posted on my website.  It is your responsibility to make sure you have a reading that is due.  If a reading is due and you are not prepared, there is no excuse.  Do not wait for the last minute to get a reading off the website (the internet being down will never be an accepted excuse).  It is your job to see that you are prepared for class. A major purpose of this class is to prepare you for the heavy responsibilities that come after graduation.  I will treat you like college students.  If you’re having problems, or anything comes up, please never hesitate to talk to me. 

Through this course we will study American History in an exciting and intensive manner. We will look deeply into history's events and consider them from a variety of perspectives. I look forward to a great year. 

Grading Criteria

Reading Tests, Quizzes, Current Events, and Homework 

= 
45% approx.
Essays, Unit Tests, DBQ’s and Projects 



=
45% approx.
Class Participation






=
10% approx.
Cheating and/or Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in an automatic zero

Terms Defined

Reading Quizzes: You can expect a reading quiz on the day a reading assignment is due. The quiz will last only 15 minutes. The purpose of the quiz is to check if you read an assignment or not. Also, to refresh your memory from last nights reading in order to prepare you for the lesson. I recommend that you take notes on all reading assignments. Reading quizzes will usually be multiple choice. 

Quizzes: You can expect both announced and unannounced quizzes. You may be quizzed on a reading assignment other than the textbook or on information covered in class. Quizzes often take on different formats. 

Current Events: Periodically you will be asked to choose a current event from a newspaper or magazine. You must write a summary of the current event and attach the article to the summary. A summary is a written synopsis of the man ideas of the article. Do no re-write the article word for word or copy key sentences and paragraphs. It must be in your own words. We will discuss the articles in class. 

Homework: There will be times when you are asked to complete work other than readings and essays at home. This work may involve completing work sheets and questions or analyzing documents, cartoons, and statistics. 

Essays: You will be expected to complete essays both at home and during timed class sessions. A criterion for writing essays will be completed at a later date. This is a crucial part of the program as well as an important skill for life. 

Unit Tests: At the conclusion of a unit, you will take a unit test. Each test will contain a variety of higher order thinking questions. You can expect short answer, identifications, multiple choice, political cartoons and essay. 

Document Based Questions (DBQ’s): A DBQ is a special type of essay question. Included in a DBQ is a question and eight documents that you are expected to read, interpret, and use in response to the question. You must also use your own knowledge of the time period in question when writing your response. These are difficult, but if you work hard you will master these questions. 

Projects: Research papers, oral reports, and other projects will be assigned periodically. When I assign a project the criteria for each assignment will be given. 

Class participation: Class participation is defined as being actively involved in a class. Involvement may include: asking questions, answering questions, contributing thoughts and ideas, participating in discussions, group work, the class work or even active listening. I expect you to participate in class every day. The level of participation will determine your grade. 

Parents/Guardians and Students

I look forward to meeting each of you. I want you to feel free to contact me whenever you feel it is necessary. I hope you will take an active role in your child’s education. 

At the start of each week, I will be handing out a syllabus for that week’s activities and assignments. I will also be posting this information including any handouts on my website, www.mrwingren.com.  I encourage you to take advantage of the website to keep track of the class’ progress. 

You may contact me at wwingren@montclair.k12.nj.us or at MHS at 973.509.6400 

I also ask that you provide me with your e-mail address so that we can have more contact if needed. 

Thank you, 

William B. Wingren
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