“Robber Barons and Rebels”

Go to www.historyisaweapon.com/zinnpeopleshistory.html and read chapter 11.

Answer in thoughtful, complete sentences.  Please type your responses.

1. What was the technology that transformed the work place from 1865-1900? What economic and social effects did the new technology have on American society?

2. Why did it “take money to make money” during the period of rapid economic expansion after the Civil War?

3. How many railroad workers were killed or injured in 1889?  Why did so many die on the job?

4. How did J.P. Morgan justify his methods of doing business?

5. What role did philanthropy play in maintaining the status quo?  

6. What was a primary obstacle to worker unity in the 1880s?

7. What was the major tactical disagreement between the AFL and the KOL in 1886?

8. How did business respond when the 1886 strike for the eight-hour day successfully “paralyzed most of the industries in Chicago”?

9. What successes did the labor movement score in the 1880s and 1890s?

10. What was the effect of the mass demonstrations that immediately followed the economic collapse beginning in 1893?

11. Why were black workers reluctant to support the Pullman strike? 

12. What role did Emma Goldman play in the labor history of the late 19th century?

13.  On what pretext did the federal government side with the railroad owners?

14. When did Eugene Debs become a socialist? Why?

15. Why did the Populists believe that Macune’s sub-Treasury Plan was necessary? 

16. Why were the farmers not satisfied with only establishing cooperatives?

17. How did the Democratic Party use race to defeat the Populists in the South?

18. During the period from 1865-1898, how did the political/economic elite respond to the following:

a. Contain the demands of blacks for equal rights?

b. Contain the demands of farmers and laborers for economic justice?

c. Respond to Indians’ desires to be allowed to exist?

