AP Government & Politics Review Questions

Directions: Over the course of this week, you will answer in class and the computer lab, the following questions. It would be best if you used your computer lab time wisely. Consult Mrwingren.com for a doc file of this assignment, as well as more information about class. When you are finished, you will have a typed packet to hand in to me, where all of the following are answered in full and complete sentences. This will be a good review for the AP exam. These are due on ____________ Good Luck!!! 
1. The Founding Fathers believed that it is in our human nature to pursue our own self-interest. What safeguards were written into the Constitution to safeguard against abuses stemming from our natures?

2. What are the formal methods for amending the Constitution? What are some informal ways that the meaning of the Constitution can be changed? Give examples. 

3. List advantages and disadvantages of having a system of federalism. Give examples of each. 

4. List as many advantages as possible that incumbents have over their challengers. Give an example of each. 

5. Why do incumbents for the House have a higher reelection rate than those for the Senate? List as many reasons as you can, with an example for each. 

6. List as many factors as you can for why political parties have become weaker since the 1970’s. Give examples for each. 

7. List as many challenges to third party candidates as possible. 

8. How has power in Congress become more decentralized in the past 30-40 years? List as many examples as possible. 

9. List all the points in the legislative process where a bill can be delayed or killed. 

10. What are the underlying reasons that explain why Congress moves slowly and inefficiently? Give at least four broad reasons to explain why Congress operates this way. 

11. List and summarize at least three Supreme Court cases that have touched on how our legislators are elected. 

12. List at least three ways in which Congress changed the balance of power between Congress and the President in reaction to Nixon’s presidency.

13. Why did the Founding Fathers create the electoral college? List as many flaws as you can with the electoral college. List reasons to maintain the electoral college system. 

14. List as many strengths and weaknesses of the Presidency that you can. Give an example for each one. 

15. Discuss the system of checks and balances and its effects on TWO of the following important tasks of government: 1) Creating and Implementing the national budget. 2)Improving education. 3)Using the military to defend U.S. interests abroad. 4) Building and repairing the transportation infrastructure. 

16. List methods that Interest Groups use to influence public policy. Give an example for each. 

17. Analyze the question of whether big government is beneficial or detrimental to the welfare of the country. Use TWO of the following areas: 1) Poverty and homelessness. 2) Support for business. 3) The environment. 

18.  What are the arguments in favor of Judicial Activism? What are the arguments of favor of Judicial Restraint. Give an example for each point you make. 

19. Why do some refer to the Media as the “fifth branch” of government? Explain. 

20. List and explain as many examples as you can for reasons why it is hard to enact new policies. Give examples. 

